Newsletter December 2012
Dear Member,

Here we are in December and another year has quickly come and gone.

It has been a busy period at the club recently with many activities both on and off the course.  We welcomed the use of the new first tee and I’m sure you will all agree it adds a great new perspective to our opening hole.

Our Club Championships were finally completed over an extended period due to very poor weather conditions.  Congratulations to all those members who not only participated but to our eventual winners and runners up.
This Friday 9th December we celebrate all that is great with our golfing calendar with our annual Presentation Night. I would encourage all members to attend this event as we recognise those members who have achieved excellence in their golfing activities this year (please refer below to Colin Watson’s news).

The planning is well underway for the 2012 Portsea Swisse Pro Am.  Each year the success of this great event is underpinned by the ongoing support of our members who volunteer their time to ensure the event runs smoothly.  This year is no exception, so once again, we call on member’s support to volunteer whatever time you can spare leading up, during and post the event.  Michael Proud and Andy Dunn are coordinating the timesheets and you can also book a volunteer time via the website or in the pro shop.
Neil and Jenny Pope are now both out of hospital and are recovering well in rehab and we wish them both a speedy recovery and look forward to welcoming them back to Portsea.

Finally to all our valued members and dedicated staff, thank you for your ongoing support of our amazing golf course and I personally wish you and your families a safe and prosperous Christmas and New Year.

Regards
Paul Cannon

Acting President

New Website
Our new website with MiClub is up and running.  The new colourful format is refreshing and easy to navigate.  The website now has a number of new features.  You may now view your house account for the current month on-line.  We have implemented a system where you will be given a receipt for any purchases on your house account, so if you do not receive a receipt, please ask the staff.
Membership

As a membership drive we are running a summer promotion that expires at the end of February 2012.  During this period the normal entrance fee of $1,000 will be waived on all new memberships.

We would encourage all members to actively promote this new offer within your social/business circles to facilitate our membership drive.

The course is in outstanding condition and there is no better time to join our amazing facility.
Pro Shop

New Callaway Stock in Store for Christmas and the new drivers are spectacular! Also coming with a fitting cart, which is something that will help all golfers get the performance they want from your equipment.

Book an appointment with either Wendy or Tony and see if your clubs are up to the current technology by being fitting to your specifications. This can be done by hitting balls on one of the quieter holes in the morning or afternoon.

Remember Christmas gifts. A voucher from the Pro Shop is always welcomed, and it is a great way to support your club.

Twilight fixtures are available from the Pro Shop, so when next in pick up a fixture to keep in your wallet or purse so you can get your bookings organized for the season. 

The Pro Shop would like to acknowledge a rare golfing achievement. It is extremely rare for a husband and wife team to play in the final of the same club championship but to do so when both are in the eighties, I have never heard of this happening in my life in golf. Best wishes to Jack and Lois Meaden in the final of the D and C grade championships. 

Saturday December 10th is qualifying for this year’s Pro – Am. If you wish to participate in the 2012 Pro – Am pay your $10.00 on top of your comp fee and the top 20 players will qualify and the $10.00 will come off your overall cost of the main entry.

Wendy has been away playing Pro-Ams in NSW and if all goes well will accumulate enough points to qualify for the BIG stuff early next year - the Vic Open and the Ladies Australian Open. GO GOOD WENDY!!

Weather improving, course is superb (Thanks Brad) Golfing is great!

Best wishes

Pro Shop Staff

Tony, Wendy, Alex and Rob

Course

It’s so very pleasing to see the majority of our members enjoying Portsea Golf Course in such good condition. With the high rainfall recorded this spring, signs are looking good for a great summer ahead. 
Plantings around the new 1st tee have settled in and the tee will open early December.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Dads Army for their help and assistance on the course during such a vigorous time of growth.
Now our aim is towards the Busy Christmas period and pro am, I would encourage all members if not participating on pro am day, to come along and enjoy the festivities and view your magnificent course.

Rainfall
September 57mm

October  72mm 

November  115 mm 

Brad Harris

Captain

November kicked off well with a great day on Melbourne Cup Day.  It was great to see John Kellaway back on deck fit & well, ably assisted by Marjorie and Norm Mallett running the book!  In addition to a few lucky people who chose the winner, the other winner of the day was the food.  The decision to sublet this function to Wise Choice Catering was justified.

The winners of the Ambrose Event on the day were Diana & Michael Jarvis, Mike McKelvie, Geoff Lord and Colin Watson, with a winning score of 49.3nett.  

Twilight Golf began on Friday 11th November and we had a great turn out.  Golf was followed by a barbeque which everyone enjoyed.  Twilight is now on every Friday for the next few months.   If you can’t make golf, you are still welcome to come for dinner, bring some friends along & enjoy a great night at a great Club!  

The trainee Pro Am was conducted on November 28th and about 55 trainees played in their own tournament, which is sanctioned by the PGA, and they are accompanied by a selection of our Pro Am sponsors.  It was a very successful day with our new major Pro Am Sponsor – Swisse Vitamins attending, along with other sponsors of the Pro Am.  In excess of 100 people enjoyed a very well run day.  I was particularly pleased to received very favourable comments about how are staff organised the whole day, from the initial registration, the pro shop and the way the course was presented.
With Christmas fast approaching, December’s trade often slows a little.  The major events for this month are as follows:

· PRESENTATION NIGHT – we have decided to try and rejuvenate this night as it has been waning over the last couple of years.  We have moved the date to December 9th in conjunction with Twilight Golf.  People can play 9 holes, and then enjoy congratulating all the Major Event winners for the year.  Again, if you don’t wish to play golf, come & enjoy dinner seeing the Club’s finest accept their prizes.  The price for the dinner is $25 per person, with the dress code casual.  The night is less formal than previous years and as a result we are hoping to entice more numbers. Please contact Lis for all bookings allowing us ample time for catering arrangements.

· The ladies also have an additional Nine Holes Golf followed by Presentation Day and Christmas Lunch on the 14th December.  This will be to congratulate all their winners of the remainder of the events played during the year.  Again, please contact Lis to make your booking.

· Please also mark down December 15th as a Christmas Dinner for the Thursday competition, again, all bookings to be made through Lis

The course is in brilliant condition, enjoy your golf and our hospitality over the coming months.

Thank you,

Colin Waston

CAPTAIN

